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 ABNEF MAYOR. 


Jovis Decimo die Aprilis, 1701, 
Annoq; R. Rs Wilbelmi Tertii, 
Angliæ, c. Decimo Tertio. 


Pon the Motion of Sir Thomas 

Rawlinſon, Knight and Alder- 
man, This Court doth deſire 
Dr. Norton to Print his Sermon Preach d 
at the Cathedral Church of! St. Paul, 
London, upon Sunday the Sixth Inſtant, 
before the Lord- Mayor and Aldermen 
of the ſame City. 


As HH uns r. 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


RIGHT HONOuR ABLE the 


Lord Mayor, 


14 AND 


ALDERMEN 


OF THE 
City of LONDON, 


At the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 
g On the Sixth of APRIL, 1701. 


| 


By EDWARD NORTON, D.D. and 
Vicar of Saffron-Walden. 


LONDON, 


Printed for Benz. Tooke , at the Middle-Temple-| 
Gate 1n Fleetſtreet, 1701. 


A 


SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


LORD MAYOR, Cc. 


i. 
— 


2 — 


PR OV. XXVII. xe. 


Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrom, for thou 
knoweſt not what a day may bring 
forth. 


T we ſee by daily experience 
how uncertain Life and Time is to 
others, yet it is a general Infatuation 
upon moſt of us, to Live as if it were certain 
to our ſelves, and that we had the abſolute 
command of it: As if with Joſhua we could 

3 ſtop 
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ſtop the Sun in its haſty courſe, and make it 
wait our leiſure, whilſt we neglect the great 
ends of living, and ſquander away our Time, 
as if it were a thing of no value, and whol! 


at our own diſpoſal. If you and I ſhould now 


lay our hands upon our hearts, and ſeriouſly 
examine our ſelves what we have been doing 
ever ſince we came to the ule of Reaſon, we 
ſhall find but a very inconſiderable portion of 
thole many Years that God hath given us, 
that hath been ſpear in doing good to our 
ſelves or others, in preparing for Death or the 
Life to come. What ſad miſcarriages, and 
great defects ſhall we find in our ſelves ? what 
a vaſt number of Sins torepent of, which we 
have committed ; and how many Religious 
Duties to ſer upon the exerciſe of, which we 
have hicherto omitted? And if we ask our 
ſelves when we deſign to begin a New 
Life, and to mend what we find amiſs, to 
Morrow is generally fixt upon. We are apt 
ro ſay, ro Morrow is a new Day, and we 
will begin /a new Work; But we very ſeldom 
pitch uppen the preſent time, and when co 
Morrow) comes we are as far from beginning 
the great Work as we were the Day before. 


This, 


— 
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This, I fear, is the fault of moſt of us; there- 
fore, that I may the better repreſent the Folly 
and Danger of this unhappy temper, I have 
made choice of theſe Words to do it by, Boaſt 
not thy ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt not 
what a day may bring forth. 

In which Words you have, 

I. A Prolubition, Boaſt not thy ſelf of to 
Morrow. 

Il. A Reaſon for this Prohibition, for thou 
knoweſt not what a day may bring forth. 


My Buſineſs is, at preſent, to inforce this 
Advice of the Wiſeſt of Men, in as plain and 
practical a method as I can; and that ſhall be 
by ſhewing you the Folly of Depending upon, 
or Boaſting your ſelves of ro Morrow, by theſe 
following Conſiderations. 

I. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, becauſe to 
Morrow may never come. Or, 

IL. If it doth to others, it may never come 
to thee. 

III. Though it doth come to thee, God's 
Grace may never come along with ir. The 
Overtures and offers of Mercy, and the great 


Advantages which are preſented to thee to 
Day, 


* 
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Day, may not be tendered to thee to Mor. 
row. 

IV. To Morrow that thou Boaſteſt thy (elf 
of, and Glorieſt in, as ſome Tranſlate it, may 
be a Day of Sorrow, and produce ſuch (ad 
Events, that it may be a Day to. be Lamented 
all thy life time; For thou knoweſt not what a day 
may bring forth. © 


I. To Morrow may never come. The 
World's great Period may come to Day, and 
the Angel may declare, as in the roth. of 
the Revelations and the 6th. That there ſhall be 
time no longer. It the Apoſtles expected the 
coming of our Lord ſo many Hundred Years 
ago, and could ſay, Net a little while and he 
that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarm: 
It they declared then, that the Judge ſtood at 
the Door, and ſpake always of this great Day, 
as if it were very nigh, what reaſon have we 
Hourly to expect his coming? Eſpecially when 
we have ſeen ſo many of thoſe ſigns accom- 
pliſht which were foretold to be the forerun- 
ners of this dreadful Revolution, and to Ring, 
as it were, the Paſſing-Bell for che Wor:ds 
Diſſolution. "Tis very true indeed, that che 
| Hour 
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Hour and Time of his coming, is ſafe lockt 
up in the Cabinet of the Divine Secrets; 
and though many have been tampering 
ro open this Door, yet they have hitherto 
diſcovered their Folly, as well as Preſump- 
tion, by pretending to know that which 
is hidden Gow the very Angels: Yet we 
have had even in our times ſuch a Suc- 
ceſſion and Tram of Symptoms of the 
World's approaching End; and had we 
no other but that of Wars and Rumours 
of Wars, Nation riſing againſt Nation, 
and ſcarce any one Kingdom of the 
Chriſtian World, that is not putting it (elf 
in a poſture of War, this alone may be 
ſufficient to awaken us to Watch for his 
Coming, which is, Like a thief in the night. 
'Tis not for us to know what Hour our 
Lord will come, but ro work in this our 
Day, and not to boaſt of ro Morrow, left 
it fare with us, as with the fooliſh Virgins, 
when at Midnight the Cry ſhall be, Behold, 
the Bridegroom cometh, and we to our Sorrow 
find, that our Lamps are ** out, our Oyl 
ſpent, and we for ever left in outer Darkneſs. 


B II. Boaſt 
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II. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow , for 
though ic comes to others, it may never 
come to thee. For as we know not the 
Time of the Great Judgment, no more do 
we know the Time of our own particular 
Death. You are, it may be, in the Vigour 
of your Age, and find no threatning Pains, 
nor frequent returns of Diſtempers; no decay 
of Strength or Spirits, and are eaſily tempted 
to believe that you may with ſafety enough 
depend upon to Morrow; But are there not 
variety of Mortal Accidents, which you little 
think of, and cannot foreſee, and therefore by 
all the Art and Prudence in the World cannot 
prevent, which may cauſe the Sun of your 
Life to ſet, before that of the Day? Recol- 
lect your ſelves and conſider, whether you 


have not known or heard of many that have 


ſeem'd as Healthful as your Selves in the 
Morning, and yet have been in another 
World before Night? And if this has been 
the Caſe of others, why may it not be yours? 
Which way are you more ſecured from 
{ome Fatal Accident, or a killing Fit of an 
Apoplexy than they? There are many In- 


ſtances 
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ſtances you have heard of, like that of Arc hias 
the Lacedemonian, who whilſt he was Merry in 
his Cups with his Jolly Companions, had a 
Eetrer delivered to him by a parcicular 
Friend, to acquaint him that ſome Perſons 
lay in wait to Aſſaſſinate him, and take 
away his Life, and earneſtly deſired him to 
Read it preſently, becauſe it contain'd mat- 
ters of greateſt Importance; He Anſwer'd 
him, Serious things to Morrow: But to Morrow 
never came to him, for he was Slain that 


Night. 


III. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to Morrow , for 
though it doth come to thee, God's Grace 


may not come along with it; and the great 
Advantages which are preſented to thee to 
Day, may not be Tendered to thee to Mor- 
row. We put off the great Concern of Sal- 
vation from Day to Day, not only as if we 
could command Time , but the Grace of 
God too. I ſhall not now enter into that 
diſpute, Whether any Man's Day of Grace 
be of a ſhorter date than his Life? Only, 
give me leave to make this Remark, That 
the Aſſerting this too ſtrict Opinion, has, 
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as I have often obſerved, occaſioned great 

Diſtreſs, and ſometimes Deſpair in Melan- 
1 cholly Perſons, from whom we have ſome- 
0 times heard ſuch ſad Complaints as theſe: 
F Lou Exhort me to turn to God, but if [ 
A ſhould, it is now to no purpoſe. You are 
WS, Importunate with me to Repent, but alas it is 
| now too late, becauſe my Day of Graceis paſt! 
Now what can be ſaid to comfort ſuch di- 
ſtreſſed Souls as theſe, upon ſure and Goſpel 
Terms, if this Doctrine be true? Therefore 
for the clearing up this uſeful Point, we 
muſt enquire what is meant by the Day of 
Grace. 


2 — 


I. Sometimes it is taken for that Time in 
which the means of Grace are continued to 
any Kingdom or Nation in general, or to 
any Man in particular. Thus this Univerſal 
Day of Grace hath long ſince been paſt with 
many Nations, as with thoſe Seven Famous 
Churches of Aſi, who had once the Goſpel 
Preach'd to them, as well as we, and Flou- 
riſhing amongſt them; but are now over- 
run with Heatheniſh or Mabometan Darknels. 
This may be called a National Day of Grace, 


and I 
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and laſts as long as the Goſpel and Chriſtian 
Miniſtry is continued to a People, and ends 
when that is removed, and given to another 


: Nation bringing forth the Fruits thereof. 

[ 

e IL And more properly, by the Day of 
8 Grace, is meant that Time in which God will 
I Pardon and Accept thoſe that Repent ; And 
- in this Senſe, the time of Life is the time of 
| Grace, for whenever a Sinner Repents, and 
0 is truly Converted, he ſhall find Mercy. He 
e that believeteh and repenteth, ſhall be ſaved. And 
f I read of no Limitation in the Goſpel, if it 

be before Death. 

n III. Sometimes by this Day of Grace, we 
0 underſtand that time when God moveth the 
0 Hearts of Men more ſtrongly towards Con- 
il verſion than at other times. And if Men 
h will wilfully Grieve the good Spirit of God, 
18 He may withhold the motions of it, and leave 
el | them to themſelves, who flight the Conduct 


of it. So that it may be far more hard to 
Repent to Morrow, than it is to Day. And 
therefore ſuch Texts of Scripture as theſe, 
ſhould be an Argument againſt our Boaſting 


OT 
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of to Morrow. Tſaiah 55. 6. Seek the Lord 
whilſt he may be found, and call upon him whilſ? 
he is near. 2 Cor. 6. 2. Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of Salvation. 
And in Heb. 3. 7. To day if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts. I pray God 
it may never be ſaid of any of us, as it was 
of Stubborn Jerufalem, Oh that thou hadſt known, 
even thou at leaſt, in this thy day, the things 


that belong unto thy peace, but now they are hid 
from thme eyes. 


IV. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, for to 
Morrow may be a Day of Sorrow, and pro- 
duce ſuch miſerable Events that thou mayeſt 
Deplore all thy life time. The Jews did 
undoubtedly Dream of many Years Felicity, 
and they fondly thought, that becauſe Jeruſa- 
lem was the City, and they the People of 
God, that neither could be Conquered by a 
Foreign Power. But the Romans come upon 
them, Sack their Cities, Plunder them 
of their Wealth, Deprive a prodigious 
It Number of them of their Lives ; yea their 
[i very Riches were an occaſion to them of 
; Falling; for when many of them had ſwal- 
low'd 


the Lord Mayor, Se. 


low'd their Pearls and Jewels, to ſecure them 
from the hands of the Romans, whom they 
mortally hated; the Soldiers chancing to find 
ſome of them in their Excrements, ript up 
the Bellies of Thouſands of them for cheſe 
hidden Treaſures. And this Deſolation of 
theirs the Apoſtle ſeems to allude to in thoſe 
words of St. James, Go to now, ye that ſay, To 
day or to morrow we will go into ſuch a City, and 
buy and ſell,” and get gain; whereas ye know not 
what will be on the morrow. How did that 
great Prince boaſt himſelf? Dan. 4. 30. Is 
not this great Babylon that I have built, by the 
Might of my Power, for the Honour of my Majeſty ? 
But whilſt the Word was in the Rings Mouth, 
there fell a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, O King 
Nebuc hadne ar, to thee it is ſpoken, The Ring- 
dom is departed from thee. When he thought 
he was molt happy, he was in a moment 
reduced to as miſerable a Condition as Words 
can expreſs. God has reſervd the Know- 
ledge of Times and Seaſons to himſelf; and 
we do not know, nor is it fit we ſhould, what 


{hall be on the morrow. It is not in our 


power to diſpoſe of our own Actions; ſo 


that, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we ſhould ſay, 
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If the Lord will, we ſhall live, and do this or 
that. 


Our Lives are in God's hands, and it is in- 
decent for us to act or ſpeak, as if they were 
in our own, To morrow that thou boaſteſt 
of, may bring ſuch Calamities along with it, 
that it may prove the moſt miſerable day 
of all thy if ; and may by ſome deadly 
ſin that thou mayeſt commit, or ſome ſad 
misfortune that thou mayeſt fall into, give 
thee occaſion not to Glory or Boaſt, but to 
go Mourning all thy Life-time. Something 
or other may happen, that if it doth not 
ſhorten thy . 3a and break thy heart, may 
yet bring thy gray hairs with Sorrow to the 
Grave. God may take away the Deſire of 
your Eyes with a Stroke. That Child you 
ſer your heart upon may die: Thar Friend 
you rely upon for ſome great Preferment, in 
whom is all your hopes, may out of ſome 
little Capricio become your Enemy, or be 
taken out of the World; and then all your 

Expectations and great Thoughts periſh with 


him. 
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As we ſhould not boaſt of to Morrow, ſo 
let us not on the other ſide be too ſollicitous 
for to Morrow: This is our Saviour's Ad- 
vice, Matt. 6. 3 4. Take no thought for the 
morrow, for the morrow ſhall take thoughts for 
the things of it ſelf. I do the rather mention 
this, becauſe our perplex'd Affairs, and di- 
vided Counſels, give Fears and melancholly 
apprehenſions to moſt of us. But why 
ſhould we be anxiouſly diſtruſtful about fu- 
ture events, or diſquiet our ſelves beforchand 
about what may befall us hereafter? 'Ti'is 
as great a folly to trouble our ſelves about 
Futurity , and to perplex our ſelves about 
what may happen hereafter, as it is to Boaſt 
of to Morrow. Inſtead of Anticipating our 
own Cares, let us leave all events to God's in- 
finite Allwiſe diſpoſal. Our great Buſineſs, in- 
ſtead of Boaſting on the one fide, or Fearing 
any Calamity that may befal us on the Mor- 
row, is to do our Duty to Day, and. to bear up 
as Men of Wiſdom and Courage, againſt pre- 
ſent Difficulties or future Dangers. To Mor- 
row is ſuch a thing that is not yet in being, and 
the Wiſeſt of Men cannot tell whether ever 


it will be; And therefore to trouble our 
C i ſelves 
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* \ ſelves about an Uncertainty, is to Aggra- 
1 vate our own Miſeries, and to draw needle; 

Troubles and Vexations upon our ſelves. 
Let us remember, that we have a God that 
careth for us, and then learn to to be con- 
tent with our preſent Condition; To ſerve 
God Chearfully, and to do out Duty, and 
to leave the conſequence of things to Divine 
Providence. Never to concern ourſelves too 
much with what is not in our own power, 
to mind the buſineſs of the Day, and to 
leave the diſpoſal of to Morrow to God. 
This is the way to make our ſelves Happy, 
and to be at Eaſe, even at ſuch a time 
as this, when we ſee all the reſt of the World 
in Trouble and Diſorder round about us. 

J have now done with the Prohibition, 
Boaft not thy ſelf of to morrow. I proceed to 
the Reaſon of it, For thon knoweſt not what 
a day may bring forth. The Events it may 
produce may be very Diſmal , ſuch as all 
Men are generally afraid of, Poverty, Shame 
and Diſgrace, Death and Hell. 

I. It may bring Poverty to the Rich. 

II. Shame and Diſgrace to the Proud. 

III. Death to the Living. 1 

IV. Hell to the Impenitent. I. Po- 
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I. Poverty to the Rich. They are called 
in Scripture uncertain Riches, and we are 
commanded not to truſt in them, nor to be 
high-minded on their account. Here are 
ſtately Buildings, but a Fire may ſuddenly 
bury the Beauty of them in Athes, and 
Confuſed Rubbiſh. Here is a vaſt Eſtre, 
great Sums of Money, but what a world of 
Accidents are chere, that may in a moment 
deprive the Man of all he hath? And yer 
as uncertain as Riches are, how apt are 
Men to Boaſt of them, to value themſelves 
upon them, and to Deſpiſe thoſe that want 
them ? and thus they become the occaſion 
of Mens eternal Ruin. It was this that 
made him, who was called the laſt of the 
Good Biſhops of Rome, and the firſt of the 
Bad, to ſay, when he was raiſed to the 
Popedom, that he Trembled every time 
he thought of that Text, Son, remember 
that thou hadſt thy good things in this life , and 
Lazarus his evil things, but now be .is comforted 
and thou art tormented. 

II. As a Day may bring forth Poverty 
to the Rich, ſo Contempt and Diſgrace 
to the Proud, That Mole-hill, that little 

C13 rile 
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riſe of Honour to which Men puſh with fo 
much eagerneſs, is but a narrow plot of 
Ground, and very ſlippery; and when a Man 
with much Trouble and Difficulty has 
gain d that deſired poſt, every little blaſt of 
Wind tumbles him Lower than he was be— 
fore. Little did Haman think when he was 
the prime Favourite in the Perſian Court, 
that he ſhould ſo ſoon die as a Malefactor, 
and be Hanged on that Tree that he had 
prepared for Mordeca. Some Hiſtorians have 
obſerved of Tiberius, Mabomet the Great, and 
our own King Henry VIII. that there was 
no certainty in their Affections, but the 
higher a Man was in Favour, the nearer he 
commonly was to Deſtruction. Thoſe very 
Men that have Commanded Mighty Armies, 
Reigned over many Kingdoms, and ſtood 
upon the top and higheſt Pinicle of Earth- 
ly Honour, have in a Moment been caſt as 
low into Poverty and Diſgrace, as it was pol- 
{ible for Men to Fall. The Valiant Beliza- 
rius, Generaliſſimo to the Emperour Juſtinian, 
who had Conquer d the Perſians in the Eaſt, 
the Vandals in Africa, the Goths in Tah, his 
great Actions, his Courage and Succeſs made 


him 
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him Formidable to his Prince, who (if we 
may believe the Hiſtorian ) put out both 
his Eyes, deprived him of all his Wealth 
as well as Honours, ſo that he was forced to 
turn Beggar, uſing this Expreſſion to Paſſen- 
gers, out of a little Hut that he had built, 


Give a Halfpeny to Poor Belizarius, whom not his 


Fault, but Envy hath made Blind. But a greater 
than he, the Proud Bajazet was reduced to 
that Shameful Extremity, to Beg, wich Laxa- 
rus, the Crumbs that fell from the Rich 
Man's Table; for being Conquered by Ta— 
merlain, he was put into a Cage, Fed with 
the Scraps that were thrown to him whillt 
the Inſulting Conqueror was at Dinner, who 
uſed him whilſt he lived, as a Footſtool to 
help him upon his Horſe. Now, who that 
either ſeeth or heareth of the uncertainty of 
theſe lower things, would boalt himſelf of 
to Morrow, when he knows not but it may 
bring forth as unhappy and unlookc-for 
Events to him, as it has to others? That 
Advice of the Prophet ſhould be very agree- 
able, Jer. 9. 23. Let not the wiſe man glory in his 
wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 


might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches, 


but 
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bat let ham that glorieth, glory in this, That he 
under ſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord, which cxerciſe lovmg-hindnefs , judgment 
and righteouſneſs in the earth. 

III. A Day may bring forth Death to the 
Living. Our Lives are but like Candles in 
the Wind; every little Blaſt blows them our, 
and leaves us in Darkneſs, ſometimes in outer 
Darkneſs: Which is the 

IV Thing I am to ſpeak to. It may bring 
forth Hell to the Impenitent: If Death did 
put an Eternal period to the Sinners Being; 
and if at the ſame time that his Body died, 
lis Soul did vaniſh into empty Air; his being 
diſappointed of to morrow, which he fo 
much depends upon, would do him bur little 
injury : Or if there were any hopes of a fu- 
ture Tryal beſides this, our Boaſting would 
not be ſo fatal: Bur, alas, the firſt Death 
conveys the Sinner to the ſecond | And how- 
ever terrible unlookt-tor Death may be to the 
Impenitent, this is certain, thar it will be the 
beginning of Sorrows to him. We read in 
Revel. 6.8. of this King of Terrors mount- 
ed on his pale Horſe, and Hell following 
him. 


And 
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And now methinks, by what [I have ſaid 
on this important Subject, I may reaſonably 
hope to have been ſo happy, as to have pre- 
vailed with ſome of you, not only to make 
theſe following Inlerences, but to turn them 
into Reſolutions. 


I. Not to boaſt our ſelves of to morrow , 
nor to procraſtinate in the great Con- 
cerns of Eternity any longer. 

II. To prepare our ſelves for all forts of 
Events, becauſe we know not what a day 
may bring forth. 

III. To be very thankful to Almighty God, 
that none of our Days have yet brought 
forth to us, as to many others, either 
pinching Want and Beggary , publick 
Shame and Diſgrace ; Death, which we 
have not been prepared for; or Hell, 


which we have juſtly deſerved. 


I. Not to boaſt our ſelves of to morrow, nor to 
procraſtinate in the great Concerns of Eternity 


any longer. A Day is, in my Text, compa- 


red to a Woman with Child, that knows not 


what ſhe ſhall bring forth, whether a Son or 
a Daugh- 
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a Daughter, a living or dead Infant; and 
therefore the Jews call Future Events the (Hil- 
dren of Time. Death and Damnation may be 
in the Womb of to morrow morning, there- 
fore repent to day ; chat though the former 
come, you may avoid the latter. Let us 
ſhake off, from this very moment, that un- 
happy Cuſtom of deterring till ro morrow. 
If you think it neceſſary to repent then, why 
not now? We deal with this neceſſary Work, 
as Felix the Governor did with St. Paul, when 
he diſputed of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 
Judgment to come, Felix trembled, and anſwer d, 
Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient 
ſeaſon I will call for thee : But we do not read, 
that That ſeaſon ever came. 

If this plain Sermon hath, by the Grace of 
God, warme d and raiſed any of you to good 
Reſolutions, engage immediately, and ſtrike 
whilſt the Iron is hot. See how in other things 
each Man minds that Seaſon that is fit for his 
particular buſineſs. If the Wind ſerves this 
day to the Man that deſigns a Voyage, he pre- 
ſently hoiſts up the Sails, and ſtays not till to 
morrow, when the Wind may blow from ano- 


ther quartes See how the Waterman takes 
| the 
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the advantage of the Tide, which enables him 
to diſpatch his Journey with more eaſe, and in 
leſs time. The bleſſed Jeſus himſelf could 
ſay, 1muſt work the works of him that ſent me, 
while it is day ; the night cometh when no man can 
work, This Day has its proper buſineſs as 
well as the next; and therefore if the thing 
be good, do it preſently ; it bad, never. 

IT. Let us learn from hence to prepare our 
ſelves for all forts of Events that a day may 
bring forth. In order to this, fancy your ſelves 
often to be in as afflicted a Condition, as it is 
poſſible for you to be reduced to, and then 
examine what ſtock of Graces, Humility, Pa- 
tience, and Reſignation to the Will of God, 
you are furniſh'd with to ſupport you in ſuch 
a condition. Your own Induſtry and Merits 
have, by the concurrence of God's Bleſſing, 
raiſed many of you here preſent to Places of 
Conſiderable Eminency in che World; but if 
a ſudden Storm ſhould ariſe, and blow you 
from the Seat of Honour, with Job, to the 
Dunghil, could you ſay, The Lord giveth, and the 
Lord taketh away, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord? 
You think this is not likely: But who could 
have imagined, that the Great Pompey, who 
was the Darling Favourite of the World, and 

D Com- 
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Commanded the Forces of Imperial Rome, 
ſhould, in ſo ſhort a time, have his Children 
neglected Fugitives, his Eſtate confiſcated, be 
ſlain baſely by one of his own Servants, and 
that Head, once ſo much admired, preſented 
to his Father-in-Law ? You are now in per- 
fect Health, full of Life and Vigour ; but if 
ſome unhappy Accident (even a little Blaſt of 
Wind may do it) ſhould break and ſhatter 
your Conſtitution, and caſt you upon a Bed 
of Sickneſs, to ſuffer intolerable Pains, in reſt- 
leſs Days and ſleepleſs Nights; What have 
you to ſupport you in ſuch a condition? that 
you may be able to ſay, Thy rod and thy ſtaff, 
they comfort me. Should to morrow bring me to 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, could I ſay 
with that great Heathen, when he died, T have 
hitherto lived an Exile from my Country, but now I 
am going thither; I am returning to that bleſſed 
place, whither we cannot paſs without taking Death 
in our way? Or rather, can I ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, Though my fleſh and my heart fail me, 
yet thou, O God, art the ſtrength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever? 

IIIa. and Laſtly, Let us all be very thank- 
ful ro Almighty God, that none of our days 
have yer brought forth to us, as they have 

to 
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to many others, either pinching Want and 


Beggary, publick Shame and Diſgrace, which 
we have too oft merited ; Death, which we 


have not been prepared for ; or Hell, which 


we have fo juſtly deſerved. I am not privy 
to your ſecret boſom Sins; I am conſcious, 
God knows, of too many of my own: 
But if the beſt of us all would this day recollect 
what we have done amiſs, if we will but con- 
ſider the Years that are paſt, and the groſs Enor- 
mities we have been guilty of, we ſhall find 
reaſon enough to admire the patience of God, 
that he hath not inflicted thele ſad Calamities 
upon us, and that Iniquity has not been our 
Ruin, as it has to many others. Let us thus 
for the future, I beſeech you, expreſs our Gra- 
titude to the Divine Majeſty ; Hath he given 
me Health ? I will glorify God in my body, and 


in my ſpirit, which are his. Hath he continued 


the good Things of this Life? I will ſtudy 
which way I may beſt Honour him, with my 
Subſtance, and with the Firſt Fruits of all my 
Increaſe. Hath God by his oor Grace pre- 
ſerved me from falling into 

Actions, which might have made me Mean 
and Contemptible in the World? I will uſe 


that Reputation I have, to bring Credit and 


Honour 


uch Scandalous 
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Honour to the Religion I profeſs. I have de- 
ſerved Death, but ſince he hath continued life 
to me, I will dedicate the remainder of it to 
his Service, that Chriſt might be Magnified in 
my Body, whether it be by Life or by Death. 
But above all, let us admire and adore the 
wonderful Patience of x Long- ſuffering God, 
in ſtill affording ſuch Sinful Creatures as we 
know our ſelves to be, time to Repent, and 
that che Morrow we have ſo often Boaſted of, 
hath not brought forth Hell and Damnation 
to us; that we are not in the ſtate of the Dam- 
ned, but that there is Grace ſtill offer d to us, 
if we will but accept of it. Let us all ſend 
up our fervent Prayers to the Throne of Grace, 
aud Implore the Divine Aſſiſtance, to enable 
us ro Work out our falvation-with fear and trem- 
Bling, and fo to improve our preſent Day, 


that if to Morrow ſhould conclude our Lives, 
it may begin a Happy and never-ending Eter- 


nity. To which, God of his Infmite Mercy ſafely 
bring us all, not for any Merits of our own, but for 
the alone Sake of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. To 
whom, with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, Kingdom, Power and Glory, 
Now, Henceforth, and for Evermore, Amen. 

AED, | 
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